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Nick Grounds

Autumn is a beautiful time of year for the flower arranger, and this year in particular, there is 
a bountiful harvest for us to utilise in our flower arrangements.  The abundance of berries 
and fruits in the hedgerows is noticeable ? a sign of a hard winter ahead, as some would 
have us believe! I have seen lots of photos. on social media of fabulous autumn designs, many making use of the 
different varieties of pumpkins and gourds that are available now.  Their shapes, forms, colours and textures make 
interesting additions to floral designs and they?re a definite statement that the autumn season is upon us.

In September, we held our Area?s Autumn Council meeting.  One member commented that there was a ?friendly and 
warm atmosphere?, which was lovely to hear.  There is important business to be dealt with at the Council meetings, 
but if members can leave at the end of the meeting feeling positive, then that?s an important achievement too.  A 
roving microphone was used during the meeting to encourage member participation in the topics being discussed; 
a move that certainly facilitated more member involvement.

Katherine Kear, outgoing National Chair, reported at Council that the National Show had been a financial success 
and that there would be no increase to the NAFAS affiliation fees (due in December 2024).  These announcements 
too will have contributed to the upbeat mood of the day.

Area held a workshop in September where visiting demonstrator, Pip Bensley showed members a new foam free 
method of creating Stack & Pack designs.  A fabulous array of designs was created by our very talented and creative 
members.  Well done to everyone involved and to Sue Blandford for organising the event.

In October we held an Officers? Day workshop with Bob Harris and a very successful day it was too.  Thank you, Bob.  

Congratulations to Emily, our Area secretary, who had the honour of being invited to comp?re the online NAFAS 
National AGM. She did an exceptional job and we?re very proud of her.  Well done, Emily!

Congratulations also to all our members who have competed at shows during the summer.  We have very many 
talented members, and some of those talents were on display at the RHS Malvern Autumn Festival.

In November we hold our Winter Council meeting and 64th AGM.  At the AGM, Sue Walton?s term of office as 
Treasurer comes to an end.  My special thanks to Sue for her dedication and hard work overseeing the Area finances 
so efficiently and effectively for the past 5 years. Sue has been an integral and invaluable member of our Area?s 
Executive Committee.

Also, my term of office as Area Chair ends at the AGM.  I have been so proud to have represented our Area in this 
capacity over the past 3 years.  I have met some lovely people along the way who have helped and encouraged me 
in so many ways, my heartfelt thanks to them.

I have been very fortunate to have been supported by a hard-working Executive Committee, committed to serving 
our Area and I wish them well for the future.  Adrian Cooke, the incoming Chair, will be working with a very good 
Executive team indeed.

Finally, a huge thank you to you, our members, for your kindness and friendship.  It has been a pleasure and a 
privilege to have been the Chair for such a lovely Area.                                                      Elizabeth Gordon, Area Chair



Delyth Price 

Daphne Furneaux 

The Winter copy of The Flower Arranger 
magazine is now available. 

The annual subscription for 2024 is £16 

Contact CHRIS LYNCH      
chr is.lynch54@bt int ernet .com                        

01531 670037

Many congratulations to Yolanda  Campbell 
(Herefordshire Flower Guild) who has several 

designs featured in the Winter edition.

CONGRATULATIONS to Churchdown & District Flower 
Club who celebrated their 25th anniversary this 

Autumn.   Club members were entertained with a fantastic 
demonstration by Katherine Kear and Bob Harris and 

enjoyed a delicious celebration cake. 

CONGRATULATIONS to Churchdown & District Flower 
Club who celebrated their 25th anniversary this Autumn.   

Club members were entertained with a fantastic 
demonstration by Katherine Kear and Bob Harris and enjoyed 

a delicious celebration cake. 

BATTLE OF BRITAIN SERVICE

Two members of Fownhope Flower club 
(Sandra and Janelle) represented our Area 

by arranging pedestals at Westminster 
Abbey in September for the Battle of 

Britain Service.

SUCCESS AT MALVERN

Congratulations to Margaret Thomas 
(Hereford Flower Guild) on winning 

Reserve Best In Show at the Malvern 
Autumn Show

'100 years of  DISNEY'

Donald Duck and Mickey 
Mouse were just two of many 

Disney characters that 
featured in a flower festival 
staged by Sodbury & District  
Flower Club  with the help of 
Winterbourne Flower Club 

recently at St John's Church, 
Chipping Sodbury. 

The festival raised £5319!

Well done to all involved.

AREA DAY 2023

Only a few days to go to AREA DAY 2023.  
We wish  the Area Day Chairman, Lilian 

Bevan,  and her committee every 
success for a wonderful day.

To secure a ticket please contact     
KATH LEE              

kat hlee3csw@gm ail.com  

Yolanda Campbell

Fownhope at Westminster Margaret Thomas

http://chris.lynch54@btinternet.com




Bush Bank Flower Club

 Chocolat e                                              
Fant asy Chr ist m as                             

presented by Jane Pugh

Tuesday 21st November
7-30pm  Canon Pyon Hall

£10 to include light                                   
buffet supper

The 2024 NAFAS calendar 
is now available to 

purchase on the NAFAS 
website. 

simply click HERE or click 
on the image to place 

NAFAS Christmas cards are available via 
the NAFAS website                                      

£3.99 for a pack of 10

CLICK HERE to view the designs 
available 

Pont ypool  & Dist r ict  Floral Ar t  Societ y

Chr ist m as Craf t  St alls                                    
& Refreshm ent s

WEDNESDAY 6t h DECEMBER           
6.30pm

St  Marys Church Hall, New Inn, 
Pont ypool

https://www.nafas.org.uk/product/the-flower-arranger-2024-calendar/
https://www.nafas.org.uk/product/the-flower-arranger-2024-calendar/
https://www.nafas.org.uk/pc/christmas/
https://www.nafas.org.uk/pc/christmas/


NAFAS  NATIONAL NEWS  &  EVENTS

Congratulations to our Area 
Chairman Liz Gordon who, 

along with Joan Magee  
(NIGFAS), has been appointed 

to the NAFAS Board of 
Trustees.  We wish you every success in your 

new role and know that you will be a huge asset 
to the Board.

The 64th NAFAS AGM was held virtually on 4th 
October.

Our Area Secretary, Emily, had the honour of 
presenting the meeting. 

CLICK HERE to watch the AGM on YouTube 

CLUB OFFICERS' DAY

Bob Har r is led a hugely successful Club Of f icers' Day ear l ier  t h is m ont h. 

At t endees were able t o benef it  f rom  m eet ing ot her  club of f icer ?s and f rom  
shar ing exper iences and ideas t o t ake back  t o t heir  individual clubs.  As a fun 

icebreaker  dur ing t he day m em bers were challenged t o m ake a bow and collect ively 
m ake a posy design.  Feedback  f rom  t he day conf irm ed all had enjoyed t he event  am d found it  really 

helpful...

Thank you all so much for this excellent day and the bulbs!
Enjoyable, informative and very worthwhile day- I look forward to the next one !

Lynn (Treasurer, Abergavenny FC)

Very good format, learnt a lot & came away with some ideas. Good to hear from other clubs and to hear what the different 
officers had to say.  Mo (Bromyard FC)

Our Club Officers found the Day extremely helpful especially as we have a new treasurer and programme Secretary who both 
said they now have a much better understanding of how Flower Clubs should work. They would like this sort of day annually.    

Margaret (Secretary Hereford Floral)

https://www.youtube.com/live/wySx-CE6JVw?si=4B5RiVmPqr4cAY8l
https://www.youtube.com/live/wySx-CE6JVw?si=4B5RiVmPqr4cAY8l
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