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Note from Katherine- Front cover. - 

Marion asked for a nice picture of me in a hat for the front      

cover..... well she did not say up to date and as I have, as yet , to 

send in a current picture why was I going to start now???? K 
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FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

Dear Members 

When I took on the two year role as President I did not 

imagine how contrasting the two years would turn out to 

be.   The first year was a very joyous year with many 

clubs celebrating ‘special’ anniversaries as well as Area 

and NAFAS both  celebrating  Diamond anniversaries.   It 

was a pleasure to be invited to share with you in         

celebrating your special anniversaries.   

 Thank you for making me feel so welcome. 

The T-parties and Evensong celebrations were much appreciated and thanks go to our 

Area Chairman Katherine Kear for organising them.   

In 2019 - Both President’s Day and Area Day proved popular and well support-

ed.   How fortunate both Delyth and I chose this year to stage our events. 

Our last Area Council meeting was in February 2020 and then came the shock of     

having to go into lockdown followed by a second and third until we are vaccinated 

with the Covid-19 vaccine.  

Somehow we have coped and how true the saying goes ‘we only miss it when it’s 

gone’. 

However it gave us time to reflect and realise how important it is to keep NAFAS    

secure not just for today but for the future.   

Thank you for responding to our Treasurer’s requests for affiliations fees to be        

submitted earlier than usual.  Area is so grateful for your support.  It will enable 

NAFAS to carry on for the foreseeable future and hopefully by the end of 2021 we will 

back celebrating our special anniversaries through our love of flowers.  

It certainly will be good news for me as I have found myself comfort eating and baking 

more cakes and making puddings which I have paid for in gaining over a stone in 

weight.  Why is it that it doesn’t take much effort to gain weight but it takes an awful 

lot to lose weight!  
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The year 2020 has not been all doom and gloom.   Katherine has been an         

outstanding Area Chairman and often gone beyond the call of duty during her 

three year term of office.   At the NAFAS AGM in October Katherine was granted 

National  Associate of Honour and also voted on to the National Committee as 

1st Vice-Chairman only to find that within a week she was stepping up to become  

National Chairman after Dr. Christina Curtis resigned.  We know that you will be a 

great asset to NAFAS Katherine and we are so proud of you.  

Elizabeth Gordon is now our Area Chairman and we know how passionate and 

committed Liz is in keeping Area active for the next three years.  We wish you an 

enjoyable term of office Liz and I know that you have the support of all of our 

members. 

I have very much enjoyed serving on the Executive committee and send them my 

best wishes for the future. 

A big thank you to our retiring Area Officers, Margaret Walker (Area Secretary), 

Pat Llewelyn (Demonstrators Rep), Christine Harten (Area E-Media f Rep) and 

Marion Martin (Area News Editor) plus all our volunteers who help out in      

different ways and are much appreciated by Executive and of course to our other 

officers who are waiting in the wings in readiness for when we can resume our 

Area Council meetings at the Larruperz Centre.    

Grateful thanks to Chris Lynch (Flower Arranger Magazine Officer) for overseeing 

the dispatch of orders and ensuring that we all receive them as scheduled.   

Feb. 2021- I have very  much enjoyed being your Area President and at times 

found it a humbling experience.   Sadly my two year term of office has come to an 

end and I now hand over to Katharine Lee who I am confident will enjoy her term 

of office as much as I have. 

My grateful thanks to you all for your support. 

Daphne (Turner) 

Area President 

Feb. 2021 
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WHY NOT ADD A NEW  ATTRACTION 

TO YOUR OPEN MEETINGS AND INVITE 

JUDY ALDRIDGE 

WITH HER SELECTION OF 

 

 

 

pLANTS  & FLORAL SUNDRIES 

Percentage of takings given to club 

Contact  Judy on 01531 890292 

Judy 

would like to say  

THANK YOU  

for all the cards, letters and phone calls she           

received  on the sad loss of her husband Grahame  

last September. 

Thank goodness for Fun, Friendship & Flowers! 

PS Her hip is doing brilliantly! 
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KATHERINE’S CITATION 

Hello everyone, 

I thought you may like to see the citation we put together for Katherine’s     

nomination as National Chairman ! 

THREE COUNTIES AND SOUTH WALES AREA OF NAFAS 

Registered Charity No 517110 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATES OF HONOUR 

Three Counties and South Wales Area of NAFAS wish to nominate Katherine 

Kear for the award of National Associates of Honour. 

Katherine is Chair of the Three Counties and South Wales Area, a position 

that she has used to successfully take forward the Area’s profile and standing at 

local and national level. She is a longstanding advocate of the role of our Area; 

championing NAFAS and supporting our Area’s contribution to the develop-

ment of clubs and their membership. Under her chairmanship, the Three 

Counties and South Wales Area continues to thrive and has been pivotal in 

driving forward developments that underpin and sustain both its clubs and the 

National agenda. She has been particularly active in promoting educational   

initiatives, having previously served as Chair of the Area’s JDS&E Committee. 

She has also been enthusiastic about creating opportunities for clubs to      

showcase their skills at Area level and in identifying talent to represent our   

Area at local, national and RHS events. Her interest in the use of flowers to 

communicate thoughts and emotions has recently led her to set up a ‘Design a 

door ring’ challenge and to call on club members to use their skills to create a 

door ring as a message of support during these unprecedented times. This    

inspirational initiative has had a widespread take-up and has helped many 

members deal with the effects of social isolation both within our Area and   

further afield.  
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Recognising the need to support the well-being of our club members during 

this period, Katherine has also developed a series of floral challenges that 

members can access via the Area’s Facebook page. 

A founder member of Churchdown and District Flower Club (est.1998),     

Katherine is a mainstayof the club. Prior to this she was a member of    

Gloucester Flower Arrangement Society. During her time at Churchdown and 

District Flower Club she has held the positions of Chair and President and 

continues to be strategically involved in the organisation of the club’s activities, 

holding the office of Programme Secretary. 

Katherine is a demonstrator, speaker and teacher at National level and has 

demonstrated, spoken and taught at overseas events. In 2016, she taught and 

lectured in Japan on the history of wedding designs and the influence of histo-

ry, religion, folklore and social change on floral design. She is also a keen          

competitor, representing both Area and NAFAS at major events and exhibited 

as a National Designer at Canada Blooms, Toronto 2019. 

In 2016, she was team leader and designer of the NAFAS Chelsea Flower 

Show exhibit, which was successful in gaining a gold medal award. 

Katherine is an author in her own right and an editor of several NAFAS books 

on floral design. She is a regular contributor to television and radio pro-

grammes and magazine articles. Her overall contribution at National level is 

underpinned by exceptional service at Area level. 

The list below summarises Katherine’s roles, responsibilities and activities     

relevant to the points award system:  

• Served as a member of the National Speakers’ Committee 

•  

• Demonstrated at the Floral Art and Design Show, London: 2019 
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• Speaker at the National Show, Torquay: 2011 

•  

• Team leader & designer for the NAFAS exhibit at the RHS 

Chelsea Flower Show: 2016 

•  

• Taught and lectured in Japan on behalf of NAFAS: 2016 

•  

• Area Chairman of Three Counties and South Wales Area of 

NAFAS: 2017 – 2020 

Proposer 

Elizabeth Gordon 

                                               Vice-chair 

        Seconder  Daphne Turner         Seconder Adrian Cooke                                       

                         President                              Second Vice-chair 

 

 

 

I’d rather be flower     

arranging ! 
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Hello everyone, 

I do hope this finds you all keeping safe 

and well.  By the time you read this, 

hopefully, many of us will have been        

vaccinated from the dreaded lurgy!  I cannot believe it 

is almost a year since the first lockdown began, where 

DID that year go to? 

Anyway onwards and upwards as they say! 

Firstly I would like to congratulate Katherine on her 

new position as National Chairman—I’m certain she 

will do a brilliant job as she did for us as Area        

Chairman. 

Also congratulations to Elizabeth Gordon as our new 

Area Chairman and Katharine Lee as our new         

President. I’m sure they will all excel and revel in their 

new positions!  Daphne Turner has been an excellent 

President and taken the disruption in her stride! 

We will keep our fingers crossed that things will get 

                                     

    MARION’S (LAST) MISSIVE! 



 11 

back to ‘normal’ (whatever that is for us flower         

arrangers!) in the not too distant future.  I’m sure like 

me you are all missing your friends and            

demonstrations! Zoom and Skype are good, but it’s 

not like seeing someone ‘in the flesh’ is it? 

Well, this is my last ‘missive’ to you all as editor of 

the Area News.  Where has that 5 years gone to? 

I am feeling slightly sad as I write this, after all it’s 

been my ‘baby’ for the past 5 years and although 

sometimes it has caused me to pull my hair out,     

overall I have enjoyed the job immensely. 

I relished hearing from you all with regard to your 

club activities and the last-minute phone calls to ask 

if it was too late to put something in or alter an item.   

I had some lovely chats with some of you putting the 

world to rights!  

Anyway the time has come to hand the reins over to 

my successor, who will be announced at the AGM—

rest assured it is going to be in a super pair of hands. 

With love, fun, friendship and flowers 

Marion xxxx 
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Thanks go to Daphne Turner for this light-hearted look at 

our ‘ailments’ ! 
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REACHING OUT 

By  SALLY TAYLOR 

Looking at a photo of five sheep standing, in an ordered line, courtesy of 

Elizabeth Graham, who had been entering on line sheep judging             

competitions, I thought entering the Area on line competition, would be 

easy, as an inanimate exhibit wouldn’t move.  ‘Reaching Out’  appealed so  

I fished out one of my little brother’s car boot sale  purchases, which rarely 

gets used, as its too small for demonstrating.  Having devised a suitable 

foliage design, I re-consulted the schedule & discovered to my annoyance 

that said design required 5 flowers!  D day & I need to get the exhibit done 

before work, & so the child will still be around if I can’t get a photo onto an 

email!  I resurrect the original  design & add in roses.  All household tape 

measures have gone AWOL, so I venture into my unruly car to rummage for 

one.  60cms worth of exhibit has somehow reached out to 70cms, but a bit 

of pruning &    readjustment ensures it’s within the proscribed dimensions.  

The tape measure won’t sit on the deck without retracting, so sellotape is 

duly applied.  Now to photograph this ‘masterpiece’.  Camera & card   

reader are located but the former isn’t charged & the cable for the latter 

has gone AWOL – various drawers, & cupboards turned out, later & we’re   

sorted.  Finding a suitable neutral space to act as a background proves  

difficult when one lives in a house that bears a resemblance to  Steptoe’s; 

outside is out, as the shadows cast by vans, trees & hedges, won’t show 

anything off to advantage, so it has to be the kitchen work top.  Everything 

is duly cleared off & all is wiped down.  There’s some mutterings in the 

background to the effect that, some people only clean the kitchen, when 

it’s to do with flowers!  By now, the camera has charged enough to work, 

but the lack of suitable space means that part of the draining board & the 

counter connector have to be in view too, though thankfully the edging on 

my tiles tones in with the Leycesteria used.  I think about Chrissie Harten’s 

photography tips & imagine her wringing her hands & shaking her head 

when she receives mine, as it looks as if I’ve completely disregarded them.  
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By now I’ve got round to actually taking some photos, so I plug in 

the card reader & find the scrappy paper instructions from the  last 

time I got the    unwilling child to tell me what to do.  Needless to 

say, they don’t work & the child is still abed, so I click on various 

things further down the list & manage to get some photos on 

screen – I don’t   exactly know how I’ve done it, so I pray that 

they’re satisfactory.   Black flexes, plug sockets & a nasty greasy 

mark on the wall render them useless.  The exhibit & tape measure 

is repositioned & off we go again.  I’m still not sure what to press to 

get the photos up, but eventually they re-materialize.  My efforts 

are still unsatisfactory; one the pieces of contorted hazel sticks out 

like a sore thumb & the wire used to   secure the Leycesteria to the 

twigs is twinkling like little stars!  Himself, is complaining as he 

can’t do anything in HIS kitchen.   Apparently, he can’t wash up as I 

need the draining board clear, he can’t make coffee as I’ve discon-

nected the kettle & he can’t eat his breakfast on the table as I’ve 

flooded it with water & leaves!   Third attempt & by now, it seems, 

I know what to click to get the photos up.  A decent photo is 

cropped to combine          maximum amount of design with minimal 

background interference, & there’s only a small corner of draining 

board showing, so it gets sent on its way.    I point out that I’ve just 

proved that photographing inanimate objects for show can take 

just as long as photographing live ones, whilst himself points out 

that the pot & the apples are too big for the rest of the design!   A 

comment reiterated by the judge though, needless to say I haven’t 

told him that!!! 
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GLOUCESTER FLOWER CLUB 

Oh dear what a strange time it is for us NAFAS members.  Like our club I imagine most clubs 

have managed to get at least 2 or 3 meetings under their belt and then – wham – it all stops!  

I think our club was very lucky to have had two most excellent demonstrations by Katherine 

Kear and Emily Broomhead – they really were quite lovely and will be something we can hold 

onto in our memory until we meet again.   

Our committee have been working very hard over the past few months to get together some 

interesting trips and events for fund-raising and now all is lost – some of the dates we had 

fixed will be included in this lockdown period so they have gone forever.  I guess when we do 

all    resume there will be lots to arrange and work out.  I feel sorry for the floral suppliers 

who           supply our demonstrators they must be losing lots of business – let us hope they 

can hold on until all this is over. 

It is also a sad time for our club because we have just lost one of our members –Ann            

Fitzgerald has been ill for some time and eventually passed away at the beginning of the 

month.  Let me tell you a bit about Ann -  apart from being an active member of the flower 

club she also    volunteered at Gloucester Royal Hospital for a couple of days a  week. –  How 

did she join the club ? well, way back in 2005 three new members joined our club – we called 

them “The Zimbawe Ladies” – they had to come over to England during the troubles in that 

country -  they were Ann Fitzgerald, Jean Murray and Rita   Later in 2008 another “Zimbawe 

lady” joined –  Marie Tomlin – all these ladies were into the flower arranging world in their 

own country –  Marie being Chairman of rather a big club in Harari – naturally it was not long 

before Marie was on our committee !  

Talking about members – our chairman was delighted to learn at our last committee meeting 

that we had 91 members signed up – quite a few new ones amongst them – some of our 

many visitors who came to our February meeting (Katherine Kear) joined us. We try to keep 

the      visitors coming as they are our prospective members ! 

As I have already said – not much NAFAS news about so I will close this rather short article by 

wishing all flower club members well and hoping they are managing to stay well.  12 weeks is 

a long time to keep oneself occupied in the home but I am sure we will all manage.           

Hopefully, by the time the next Area News is published we shall be out of the main crisis and 

we can all resume our normal daily lives.  
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OBITUARIES 

From Elizabeth Gordon: 

PAT LEWIS 

I write to inform you of the sad news that Pat Lewis died on Sunday,                   

20th December.                                                                                                      

Pat was a stalwart member of Cyncoed Floral Group and a longstanding and      

dedicated member of our Area, having served as Area Chairman and Area       

President. Pat was also an Area demonstrator and teacher. Over the years she 

shared her love of flowers with the members of Cyncoed FG and demonstrated and 

taught the skills of flower arranging  throughout the Three Counties and South 

Wales Area. She will be greatly missed by members and friends. 

ELAINE HUGHES 

I write to inform you that Elaine died 29th November 

Elaine, a longstanding and dedicated member of Swansea Floral Arrangement     

Society, was an Area demonstrator and teacher. She shared her love of flowers, 

demonstrating and teaching the skills of flower arranging throughout the Three 

Counties and South Wales Area. 

ANN FITZGERALD 

She had been ill for some time and eventually passed away at the beginning of July.  

One of our Zimbabwe ladies at Gloucester Club she will be sadly missed. 
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LOOKING FORWARD NEWS. 

OUR VERY FIRST VIRTUAL NATIONAL SHOW 

‘SPRING THE HAPPY TIME OF SINGING BIRDS IS COME’ (John Clare) 

VIEWABLE ON THE SOON TO BE LAUNCHED NEW NATIONAL WEBSITE, YOUTUBE AND       

FACEBOOK THROUGHOUT APRIL 

Please pass the word around, it’s as close as we can get to being together at the     

moment.  

Demonstrations from our national demonstrators, ‘How To’ sessions with our national    

teachers,  witty and entertaining presentations with our national speakers and  a feast 

of spring themed classes to enter from a schedule created by our national judges.  

After judging all the exhibits will be available for viewing. 

Schedule details will be sent to all area chairmen for distribution to all clubs soon. 

LOOK OUT for the following; worksheets on Colour and Texture downloadable free of 

charge from the new website when it is launched.  2 booklets- Show Work and a Basic 

Teaching manual both downloadable for a fee. The popular book The Principles and 

Elements of     Design will soon be for sale again having been republished. 

Next March, if all goes well there will be an exhibition staged by guest curator Shane        

Connolly within the Garden Museum in London about the life of Constance Spry. He 

asks our members via myself if anyone has memories and reminiscences to share or 

items and      photographs to lend/copy and send. If so do email me please. I am aware 

this maybe something our longer standing members may be able to help us with, so 

area chairmen do see if these members get this news please.  

I am busy working on other opportunities for the association to be involved in a varie-

ty of events. If you hear of anything that we could be involved in then do please let me 

know. 

November sees the Emerald anniversary of Floralies Association of Garden Clubs of 

Peru, they have been affiliated since 1967 and were founded in 1965. The board have 

recorded a greetings video for them.  

Look out for our festive greetings letter. 
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Given we are going to be less active for longer than we had hoped I am 

setting my CC as a simple way of giving clubs a chance to work on a     

simple project. Each month will have a title and areas are invited to ask 

each club to produce something to illustrate that title, it does not have 

to be an arrangement, it can be a collection of items as an assemblage, a 

collection of plants, containers etc, clubs are only limited by their         

imaginations. The area collects all the photographs of the entries, one 

from each club that wants to take part, the area then emails the image 

they think best to me and then the board will award points. There will be 

a small prize for the area with the most points at the end of the year.   

Obviously whilst lockdown lasts clubs will have to appoint one member 

to produce the entry. I am not setting areas against each other, just      

trying to keep creative juices going and ensure the whole association   

remains active and interactive, only support this as an area if you 

choose. Entries to Chairman by the last day of the competition month. A 

selection of images will be put on our website, face book, etc. The send-

ing of the image presumes you give permission for it to be used where 

ever NAFAS chooses. 

December - A Festive gift.  January -Burns night. February -Valentine 

time. March- A spring bonnet.  April-no competition as we have our vir-

tual show. May- May Day celebrations. June- Wedding time. July- Happy 

holidays. August-A Picnic on the beach. September –Back to school. Oc-

tober-Here comes autumn. November Remember, remember the 5th of 

November. 

Look out for the regular Looking Forward News sheets. 

Best wishes Katherine Kear. 
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A FESTIVE GIFT 

  65th Year! 

BROMYARD FLORAL CLUB     

SAPPHIRE ANNIVERSARY 
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 Llanelli Floral Art Society would like to wish you all a very 
Happy New Year, and I’m sure we were all glad to see the 

back of 2020, let’s hope 2021 will be a better and healthier 
new year. Our members, their family and friends who have 

suffered from Covid 19, our thoughts are with you all. 

We are all missing our Club Meetings the demonstrations 
and social get together with friends. 

In 2020 we were getting all excited and ready to celebrate 
our Emerald Anniversary 55 years, but this will have to be 

put on hold until we can meet again. 

It has been a very difficult year for all involved with 
NAFAS. 

Our Club programme for 2020 has been short in January 
we held our members evening, with a demonstration 

“Pandora’s Box” four of our members took part Suzanne 
Purchase who won a Silver Gilt Medal at the Malvern      

Autumn Show, Louise Furneaux who achieved Reserve 
Champion at the Winter Fair Margaret Maguire and Mary 

Williams who won the club class at the Area Day in Brecon 
and with our own Liz Gordon giving a entertaining         

running commentary. In February we held our Club dinner 
and on 11th March 2020 we held our AGM and who would 

of thought that this would be our last meeting, with       
Government Guidelines and Restrictions there was no 

chance of us having a meeting in the Catholic Church Hall, 
the cleaning regime and costs alone were a nightmare 

even if the hall was open. 

 

LLANELLI FLORAL ART SOCIETY 
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With all the shows and festivals postponed or cancelled there was 
nothing to look forward to, until the Virtual Sows started, this was 

with great excitement, something to keep us occupied through 
these trying times. 

The Royal Welsh held a virtual show and congratulations to 
Louise Furneaux who was awarded a First Prize, Daphne            

Furneaux achieving several Second Prizes and Henry Broomhead 
(Emily’s son) also gaining a First Prize in the children’s section, a 

budding flower arranger for the future. 

Congratulations to Katherine Kear now our National Chairman 
within a week of the NAFAS Virtual AGM Katherine was made    
National Chairman a little earlier than she thought, due to Dr 

Christina Curtis resigning. Katherine is already doing an excellent 
job keeping us all informed on any news from National and also 
setting the National Chairman’s Challenge to NAFAS members, 

with Virtual Competitions, the latest is a monthly competition in 
December the title was a “Festive Gift” and we are delighted that 

Helen Lloyd one of our members represented Llanelli and won the 
Area round Congratulations Helen, her wonderful exhibit was 

then put forward to National for the next round. 

By the time you read this report Area will have had their first    
Virtual AGM. 

Congratulations to Liz Gordon who has already taken office as 
Three Counties and South Wales Area of NAFAS Area Chairman, 
we wish her well in her new appointment in these very trying 

times but we know we are in very capable hands for the future of 
NAFAS, and also to Emily Gordon Broomhead who is the new Area 
Secretary both embers of Llanelli, and we wish them well in their 

new positions. 

With Spring on its way our thoughts of new life of lambs skipping 
in the fields and bulbs starting to pop their heads above ground, 
we can look forward to happier times. 

Take care and stay healthy until we meet again. 

Daphne Furneaux. 
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A note from the ‘on the way out’ Area Chairman! 

Well I must admit it doesn’t do to presume. When I 

was  appointed National Vice Chairman I fully pre-

sumed I would have time to get into the swing of 

things and wind down some of my church commit-

ments, especially being on several      committees. I’ve always loved 

following in family footsteps. I also presumed I would hand over to 

Elizabeth in person at an AGM with coffee, cake and a good chat with 

area friends!! 

Well that did not happen. As you all know I was Vice for 2 weeks and 

now I’m it. That’s enough to make any girl have a slight ponder and 

think, well that’s that then. 

Will I manage, how will I find out what I need to know before I need 

to know it?    I am still finding my feet but the words and best wishes 

from our lovely  area have encouraged me and I will stick with it and 

help get the organisation back on track. I won’t say it will all be plain 

sailing and I think it will take a little time but I won’t let any bad winds 

blow us off course. 

We all remember moments of earlier club years, for 

me collecting bits and pieces in all weathers to        

produce an exhibit for some competition or event. It’s 

what makes belonging to an organisation of like 

minded folk fun. 

I truly look forward to attending an area event in my new official      
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capacity, so far all my national activities have been on a chair in front 

of a screen in the dining room!!! Mind you that’s not bad, as most 

meetings are pre lunch I get the   morning sun which the cat adores so 

it’s not all bad. You have to find  bonuses in life and sometimes the 

more simple the better. 

You will have a wonderful time under the care of your new  executive, 

there will be a few new faces but I promise all familiar. I wish Eliza-

beth and her team all the best, if they have a quarter of the fun, 

pleasure and friendship that I have  received in office then I’m glad. 

You are in safe and competent hands. 

It would not be me unless I leave you with a quiz would it. ??  

Beginners 

 

1. Who ran through the town in a night gown? What did they knock on? 

2. Who partnered the fiddle and who jumped the moon? 

3. What was see saw Margery’s surname? 

4. Diddle , diddle what? ?????(1 word) 

5. What did Little Boy Blue do? 

6. Who found a bare cupboard? 

7. Goosey goosey what? 

8. Yankee Doodle came to where? 

9. Who did Simple Simon meet on the way to the fair? 

10. How many blackbirds in the pie? 

11. What bird pecked off the maids nose? 

12. Fill in the missing letters to make a rhyme character. Tw-e-led-m 
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Advanced 1 

1. Who was on the tree top? 

What happened when the bough broke? 

2. Who jumped and what over? 

3. In cock a doodle doo what did the Dame loose? 

4. What did Jack Horner find on his thumb? 

5. Why did Georgie Porgie run away? 

6. If Polly put it on, what was it? Who took it off? 

7. What was at Banbury Cross? 

                                                 

Advanced 2 

 

1. Who had a lamb? 

Where did it follow this person to? 

2. Where did the old woman live and who with? 

3. What did the pipers son steal? 

4. What did Lucy L loose? 

5. Who was the Pumpkin eater? 

6. How many dickie birds on the wall? Their names? 

7. Who had silver bells and cockle shells? 

 

 

 

 

 

      Advanced 3 
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1. Curly locks was never going to do what 2 things? 

2. Who was lent to a lady? How far did she travel? 

3. Where did the man in the moon want to go? 

4. What tune could Tom play? 

5. Who did the black hen lay eggs for? 

6. Who put Pussy in the well? Did it live? 

7. What colour is Bobby Shaftos hair? 

 

As ever answers on request !! 

Over and out but not bye bye!! All my love to you all , cheers and let’s 

shine a light for new normality and happiness .  

Katherine xx  
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OUR AREA VIRTUAL COMPETITIONS  

A RAY OF VIRTUAL SUNSHINE 

As 2020 unfolded and our lives were restricted, meetings cancelled and our 

Area Show postponed, a cunning plan unfolded at an Executive meeting – 

we would hold virtual flower arranging competitions, we would not be    

beaten by a virus! Our title “Looking Forward” seemed appropriate and a 

schedule devised, entries to be received by 31st August and featuring titles 

which gave everyone the opportunity to use some of their lovingly tended 

garden plant material and design skills. 

Eight of our Area Judges agreed to take part and try something new.  At first 

the response was very slow, only thirty entries - we were holding our 

breath!  However, by the end of August 31st, 94 competitors had entered.  

We were thrilled, both Chris and I could breathe again. Comment cards we 

sent out and we, like the judges and competitors, had learned a lot from the 

experience which we considered a resounding success. 

There is nothing like a little success to go to your head – someone said 

“what about a Christmas Show, wouldn’t that be fun?”  Our Schedule for 

“Merry Christmas”, (OK, not an imaginative title) was placed on Facebook 

and on our Website, interest was shown within a couple of hours - who can 

resist a Christmassy theme at such a challenging time? 

Again, Chris and I waited, would people make the effort in the cold weather 

with limited choice of garden material?  Well, YES THEY DID, and we re-

ceived 85 super entries. Our Area Judges rose to the challenge even when 

HQ changed the deadline date for printing the results if we wished them to 

appear before Christmas.  What a luxury for our Area to have a National 

Judge; many thanks to Delyth Price who vetted the schedules and judged 

Best-in-Show for each competition. We were very grateful for her advice.    
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It has been a pleasure to work with Chris Harten, our Competition       

Secretary, for all things virtual on this project, she worked very hard   

coping so efficiently with the eleventh-hour rush. 

As you would imagine, when you have taken a lot of care to produce a 

good design, it deserves a good photograph.  Everyone wants to put 

their best foot forward and let the judges see their work at its best.  

With this in mind, we included a copy of Chris’s Photography Tips with 

the schedule.  We know some of you must have read it as overall, the 

quality of the photographs had improved, they were much larger and 

clearer.  Even so, many of the winning exhibits were not of a suitable 

photographic quality (although super flower designs) for print.  Chris has 

sent those which are suitable to the Flower Arranger Magazine and we 

are hopeful that we will see at least some of them in print later in the 

year. 

The whole Virtual experience was very exacting but very exciting. I was 

thrilled with everyone’s enthusiasm; it’s good to know that you are all 

out there and enjoying your flower designing.  It is also fantastic hear 

from you all, we are all holding hands virtually at the moment - don’t let 

go! 

Sue Blandford – JDS&E Chair 

Chris Harten – Virtual Competitions Secretary 

 

 

The following pages show some of the lovely designs entered and the 

results and comments.  Sorry didn’t have room for them all! -ed. 
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Three Counties and South Wales 
Area  Virtual Show –  

“Merry Christmas” 

 

BEST IN SHOW – AUDREY YARRANTON FOR CLASS 2 –                        
“ALL WRAPPED UP” 

RESERVE BEST IN SHOW – ANN MEARS FOR CLASS 1 –               
“WINTER  WONDERLAND” 

CLASS 1 – WINTER WONDERLAND (number of entries 19) – Judges:             
Celia Davies, Wendy Lawrence 

1ST & RESERVE BEST IN SHOW– Ann Mears, Rhiwbina Floral Decoration       
Society 

2ND – Dilys Ayling, Brecon Floral Society 

3RD – Ann Willetts, Tredegar Floral Art Club 

VHC – Sally Taylor, Severn Vale Flower Club 

HC – Joyce Cook, Bromyard Floral Art Club 

C – Shirley Palfrey, Newport Flower Club 

C – Jill Williams, Bromyard Floral Art Club 

 

CLASS 2 – ALL WRAPPED UP (Number of entries 15) – Judges: Alwyn Page, 
Sally Taylor 

1ST & BEST IN SHOW – Audrey Yarranton, Bromyard Flower Club 

2ND – Sandra James, Swansea Floral Arrangement Society  

3RD – Wendy Owen, Carmarthen Junior Club 

VHC – Ann Willetts, Tredegar Floral Art Club 
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HC – Ann Kinsey, Brecon Floral Society 

HC – Ann Williams, Brecon Floral Society 

C – Christine Beddow, Abergavenny & District Flower Club 

C – Sheila James, Offenham Flower Club 

C – Gill Romanowsi – Ledbury Flower Club 

Judge’s comments on Class 2: 

Well done everyone for the wonderful selection of parcels you produced for 
us to judge. 

They ranged greatly in shape, size & colour & were covered in a variety of 
materials including fabric, newspaper, brown paper, tissue paper & leaves as 
well as conventional wrapping paper. Unfortunately, we can't give you all a 
prize, but here's a few comments to help those who weren't amongst the 
winners:   

Make sure your arrangement, plant material & accessories are in scale & 
proportion with your parcel. Try & pick up the colour(s) of your parcel some-
where in your arrangement to create harmony throughout your exhibit. Try 
& photograph your design against a single coloured contrasting background 
so it will be shown off to optimum effect. 

 

CLASS 3 – DINE IN STYLE (Number of entries 23) – Judges: Brigette Manton, 
Sally Taylor 

1ST – Ann Willetts, Tredegar Floral Art Club 

2ND – Dilys Ayling, Brecon Floral Society 

3RD – Christine Beddow, Abergavenny Flower Club 

VHC – Cynthia Fowler, Llandaff Floral Society 

VHC – Ann Williams, Brecon Floral Society 

HC – Ann Kinsey, Brecon Floral Society 

HC – Rhianwen Price, Carmarthen Floral Art Society 
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HC – Sandra James, Swansea Floral Arrangement Society 

C – Angela Dart, Llandaff Floral Society 

C – Phui-Ling Parker, Pontypool & District Floral Art Society 

C – Christine Ramsey, Moreton in Marsh Flower Club 

C – Jo Trice-Rolph. Moreton in Marsh Flower Club 

Judges’ Comments on Class 3: 

Congratulations to all exhibitors for the amazing array of exhibits for Class 
3 'Dine in Style' - all 23 of them.  

We had great fun judging them and though sadly, we can't give you all a 
prize, you will certainly have given everyone who views these competitions 
plenty of inspiration for what to do for their own Christmas tables. 

It was lovely to see so much garden plant material used, & mostly without 
too much emphasis on artificial items.  

A few general points to help those whose exhibits haven't come in - Make 
sure candles are put in straight & that wicks are straight too.  A lot of the 
exhibits were veering to one side, which lost them marks, so make sure your 
design is properly balanced & that you photograph it on an even surface, in 
good light.  Try to avoid 'background interference' especially when photo-
graphing exhibits on the floor. Have a great Christmas, dining in your own 
style. 

 

CLASS 4 – WELCOME (Number of entries 21) – Judges: Daphne Furneaux, 
Chris Lynch 

1ST – Jayne Morriss, Cheltenham Flower Club  

2ND – Gill Romanowski, Ledbury Flower Club 

3RD – Joyce Cook, Bromyard Floral Art Club 

VHC – Ann Kinsey, Brecon Floral Society 

HC – Pen Harrison, Connect Design Group 
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C – Jo Trice-Rolph, Moreton-in Marsh Flower Club 

Judges’ comments on Class 4: 

We were delighted to receive 21 entries of an excellent standard, we were 
not disappointed, and there were no problems whatsoever. The quality of 
the photographs, some were better than others. It was an opportunity for 
the less experienced competitor to have a go, with no rules or restrictions in 
this class. Some exhibits were definitely on a door, others we gave the bene-
fit of the doubt. 

 

CLASS 5A – THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS (JUNIORS UP TO 10 YEARS) 
(Number of entries 4) – Judges: Celia Davies, Elizabeth Graham 

1ST – Henry Broomhead (Age 8), via Connect Design Group 

2ND – Mair Bowen Davies (Age 10), Carmarthen Junior Club 

Joint 3RD – Alana Baber (Age 10), via Abergavenny & District Flower Arrange-
ment Society  

Joint 3RD – Henry Baber (Age 9), via Abergavenny & District Flower Arrange-
ment Society  

 

CLASS 5B– THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS (JUNIORS 11 – 16 YEARS) 
(Number of entries 2)  – Judges: Celia Davies, Elizabeth Graham 

1ST – Ffion Price, Carmarthen Junior Club 

2ND - Elen Beynon (Age 15), Carmarthen Junior Club 
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2ND – Sandra James, Swansea FAS  

                 Class 1—Winter Wonderland 

!st & Reserve Best in Show 

Ann Mears—Rhiwbina FDS 

3RD– Ann Willetts        

Tredegar  FAC 

Class 2 -All Wrapped up  

1ST & BEST IN SHOW 

Audrey Yarranton Bromyard FC 

2ND –Dilys Ayling 
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Class 2—All Wrapped Up con’t 

Class 3—Dine in Style 

1st –Ann Willetts Tredegar FAC 

2nd—Dilys Ayling—Brecon FS 

3rd—Christine Beddow 

Abergavenny FC 

3rd—Wendy Owen Carmarthen Junior 
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Class 4—Welcome 

1st –Jane Morriss 

Cheltenham FC 

2nd—Gill Romanowski     

Ledbury FC 

3rd—Joyce Cook        

Bromyard FAC 
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Class 5a—The Night Before Christmas  

Juniors up to 10 

1st—Henry Broomhead   (aged 8) 

via Connect Design Group 

2nd Mair Bowen Davies (aged 10) 

Carmarthen Junior Club 

 

Joint 3rd 

Alana Baber (ag.10) 

Via  

Abergavenny DFAS 

 

Henry Baber (aged 9) 
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Class 5a—The Night Before Christmas  

Juniors 11-16 years 

1st—Ffion Price  

Carmarthen Junior Club 

2nd—Elen Beynon 

Carmarthen Junior Club 
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MONMOUTH FLORAL SOCIETY 

Our AGM in February this year was a very special occasion.  Our President of 23 years, 

Mrs Eileen Williams, now 91 years old, retired.   Eileen was a founder member of the 

Club in 1976 and a very skilled flower arranger and florist. She has been a great support-

er of the Club and a dedicated president.  We celebrated her retirement with a gift of an 

engraved Dartington Vase and we all enjoyed a celebration cake made by Margaret 

France.  

Eileen started flower arranging in 1958 attending local classes and, in 1998, opened a 

shop in Monmouth.  She represented the club in many shows and competitions.  The 

club will still benefit from Eileen’s lovely, friendly personality as she continues to enjoy 

our club meetings and demonstrations. 

Also on that day we were delighted to present a cheque for £500 to Leisa Wilkins in sup-

port of the Wales Air Ambulance. The Club has collected the money over the previous 

year in various ways.  Members design a welcome arrangement for the Welcome desk 

which is raffled later in the meeting.  We hold a “Flower of the month” competition dur-

ing the summer and members are asked to vote with small change.  The members are 

very supportive of these and other charity events and this year, following a vote, we will 

support our local Hospice. 

The meeting was followed by a short demonstration 

and talk by Justine Scouller of Far Hill Flowers.  

We look forward to the time when we can all get 

back together again. 

Jean Morgan,                                                                                                                 

Chairman 
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CANADA BLOOMS 

 In October2019 I had an e-mail from Margaret Taylor on behalf of The Garden Club 
of Toronto inviting me to represent NAFAS  by participating as an international     

exhibitor in the Design Section of Canada Blooms 2020. 
10 international exhibitors are invited each year. 

  
 Canada Blooms 2020 Festival theme was “Birds of a Feather”, the schedule writers 
have emphasized the diversity and interconnections in our country and the world.   

The class title for the international class was “Aerial Odyssey” and called for a design 
representing my country of origin. it was be staged on a base, 48” wide x 48” deep x 
4” high (122 cm x 122 cm x 10 cm) against a background panel 48” wide x 80” high 

(121 cm x 203 cm).  The area allotted is 48” wide x 48” deep x 80” high (122 cm x 122 
cm x 203 cm). No height restriction. The base and background will be painted a paint 

colour - Blue Lake ( a bright blue). 
  

I was instantly drawn to the overall theme of the show but was initially uninspired 
by the class title. 

Drawing my inspiration from  the fact our swallows each year travel back and forth 
to South Africa and would encounter an" Aerial Odyssey"  I decided first of all to 

write a poem to illustrate my thoughts. 
  

The bird design came through an experimental period.  I had already gathered a lot if 
the white poplar leaves in the fall and pressed them in large numbers. I have made 
smaller birds in the past for the world show in Barbados by a similar process using 

pressed or preserved leaves and then used freehand machine embroidery   over the 
top before manipulating into shape. 

  
I made a paper pattern of the swallow shape first of all and when I was happy with it 

cut the shapes from felt and heat bonded the leaves to the base, then using a glue 
gun manipulated to the parts together. The leaves looked good left without top    

embroidery as they had taken on a suede like feel and look. 
Each flying bird takes six component parts to make up the shape. 

  
The fight in my design was interpreted by the use of Rattan cane and small spathes 
for the mud nest. Trailing from the nest I included glycerined and bleached English 

oak leaves with White Avalanche roses which sat in the nest where the birds          
appeared to be flying from.  
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The show unfortunately was closed due to the corona virus outbreak straight 
after the judging of the floral exhibits had taken place on Friday 13th March., 
and we had to get a flight straight home so unfortunately I was   unable to do 

the demonstration piece I had prepared.  
  
  

  Canada Blooms show would normally be enjoyed by over 160,000 visitors     
annually and the public always shows great interest in the international exhibits. 
It is the second largest flower show in North America (after Philadelphia) and is 
listed as one of the top five attractions in the world in the month of March. It 
was   disappointing not to have had the full experience of the show but I was 

delighted to have won a Gold award and the Helen 
Fuller Award for best international exhibit. 
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RINGS FOR THE NHS 

WHEN I ASKED FOR PICTURES OF THE DOOR RINGS CREATED FOR THE 

NHS I WAS OVERWHELMED BY YOUR RESPONSE ! 

I HAVE INCLUDED SOME HERE, APOLOGIES IF YOURS ISN’T AMONGST 

THEM! 

Thanks to the ladies of 

Bewdley Flower Club for 

their ring photos. 
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Margaret Herring  Hereford FS 

 2 From Bushbank  

Flower Club 

Janet Davies Abergavenny 

Ann Axford Tredegar 

Gill Lutter Abergavenny 

Janet Griffiths Hereford FG 

Val Jones –Dursley 
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Thanks to the members of  

Swansea Floral  
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Some of Abergavenny club’s 

‘Thank you’ rings! 

Claire Broomsgrove 

Nailsworth & District FAS 

Judy Street—Ledbury 

Margaret Walker –Secretary! 

Liz Gordon-Chairman! 
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Rings from 

Haverfordwest 

Floral Art 

Mary Barter—Gloucester Cathedral 

Flower Guild 
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A Passage to India WAFA 2020 

June Edwards visited Jaipur 

for the WAFA show and 

shares some lovely photos of 

the exhibits 
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I’m jealous –Ed !! 
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‘LOOKING FORWARD ‘ 

AREA VIRTUAL SHOW 

CLASS 1—DOWN THE GARDEN PATH 

1ST—CHRISSIE HARTEN 
2ND –JAYNE MORRISS 

3RD—SUE BLANDFORD CLASS 2 -CELEBRATE 

1ST ELEANOR OLSEN 

2ND –ARNAUD METAIRIE 

3RD—CHRISTINE DAVEY 
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CLASS 3—A PEEP AT THE PAST 

1ST—CHRISSIE HARTEN 

2ND—CHRISTINE RAMSEY 
3RD—JILL 

WILLIAMS 

CLASS 4 –VALUED TREASURES 

 

1ST BRIGETTE MANTON 

 

2ND—JOYCE COOK 
3RD—ARNAUD METAIRIE 



 51 

CLASS 5—GO OUTDOORS 

1ST—SHEILA JAMES 

2ND—JAYNE MORRISS 

3RD SUE-BLANDFORD 

CLASS 6—REACHING OUT 

1ST—ARNAUD METAIRIE 

2ND—CHRISSIE HARTEN 3RD-SALLY TAYLOR 
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CLASS 7—INHOUSE 

1ST –JO WHITEMAN 

2ND– JOYCE COOK 

3RD– LESLEY KAY 

CLASS 8—ECO, FUN & FUNKY 

1ST & BEST IN SHOW 

BRIGETTE MANTON 
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CLASS 8—ECO, FUN  & FUNKY CONT’D 

2ND—ANNE MACLARG 

3RD CHRISTINE RAMSEY 

CLASS 9 BOOKWORM (JUNIORS 11-16) NO ENTRIES 

CLASS 10—MUDDY PUDDLES (JUNIORS UP TO 10) 

1ST—ALANA BABER (AGE 10) 

2ND—MAIR BOWEN DAVIES  

(AGE 9) 

3RD-HENRY BABER (AGE 9) 



 54 

FULL RESULTS 

BEST IN SHOW – BRIGETTE MANTON, CLASS 8 – ECO, 
FUNKY AND FUN 

 

CLASS 1 – DOWN THE GARDEN PATH 

1ST – Chrissie Harten, Connect Design Group & Bromsgrove Flower Club 

2ND – Jayne Morriss, Cheltenham Flower Club 

3RD – Sue Blandford, Connect Design Group 

VHC – Dilys Ayling, Brecon Floral Society 

VHC – Maita Chappell, Thornbury & District Flower Club 

C – Angela Dart, Llandaff Floral Society 

C – Christine Davy, Pontypool & District Floral Art Society 

C – Sheila James, Offenham Flower Club 

C – Gill Romanowski, Ledbury Flower Club 

Judge’s Comments on this class: 

It has been a privilege to judge this class which contains work of a very high standard and   
wonderful to see so many entries. Congratulations to all those who have competed. The       
interpretation is critical, it is interesting to note that although some exhibits try to replicate 
the garden path, for others the influence of going 'down the garden path' is portrayed simply 
with superb garden plant material.  Elizabeth Graham. 
CLASS 2 – CELEBRATE 

1ST – Eleanor Olsen, Brecon Floral Society 

2ND – Arnaud Métairie, Cheltenham Flower Club  

3RD – Christine Davy, Pontypool & District Floral Art Society 

C – Lynda Jones, Swansea Floral Arrangement Society 

CLASS 3 – A PEEP AT THE PAST 

1ST – Chrissie Harten, Connect Design Group & Bromsgrove Flower Club 

2ND – Christine Ramsey, Moreton in Marsh & District Flower Club 

3RD – Jill Williams, Bromyard Floral Art Club 

HC – Joyce Cook, Bromyard Floral Art Club 

C – Margaret Cook, Bewdley Flower Club and Stourport Flower Club 

C – Julie Sparkes, Lydney & Severnside Flower Club 
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CLASS 4 – VALUED TREASURES 

1ST – Brigette Manton, Bromyard Floral Art Club  

2ND – Joyce Cook, Bromyard Floral Art Club 

3RD – Arnaud Métairie, Cheltenham Flower Club 

VHC – Chrissie Harten, Connect Design Group & Bromsgrove Flower Club 

HC – Christine Beddow, Abergavenny & District Flower Arrangement Society 

CLASS 5 – GO OUTDOORS 

1ST – Sheila James, Offenham Flower Club 

2ND – Jayne Morriss, Cheltenham Flower Club 

3RD – Sue Blandford, Connect Design Group 

VHC – Brigette Manton, Bromyard Floral Art Club 

VHC – Christine Ramsey, Moreton in Marsh & District Flower Club 

CLASS 6 – REACHING OUT 

1ST – Arnaud Métairie, Cheltenham Flower Club 

2ND – Chrissie Harten, Connect Design Group & Bromsgrove Flower Club 

3RD – Sally Taylor – Severn Vale Flower Club 

HC – Sheila James, Offenham Flower Club 

C – Christine Davy, Pontypool & District Floral Art Society 

C – Ann Mears – Rhiwbina Floral Art Society 

Judge’s Comments on this class: 

Definitions – The Competition title, the class title and the class specification all tend to 
suggest that contemporary interpretations would probably be the most appropriate. 
‘Reaching out’ = ‘to extend a hand, to make a reaching motion or effort, to make contact 
with or communicate with, to influence’. Horizontal design with 5 flowers – horizontal is 
defined as ‘parallel to the plane of the horizon, at right angles to the vertical’. 

So, what is this judge looking for in these 14 designs?   Essentially designs in a horizontal 
plane which reach out to me in some way, commanding me to look into the design, to 
communicate with it.......  because the judging is of a photograph of the design (not the 
actual arrangement), the quality of the photograph is obviously an important factor in 
the judging process. Alwyn Page. 

CLASS 7 – IN HOUSE 

1ST – Jo Whiteman, Severn Vale 

2ND – Joyce Cook, Bromyard Floral Art Club  

3RD – Lesley Kay, Offenham Flower Club 

VHC – Shirley Palfrey, Newport Flower Club 
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HC – Christine Beddow, Abergavenny & District Flower Arrangement Society  

C – Daphne Baber, Abergavenny & District Flower Arrangement Society  

C – Christine Davy, Pontypool & District Floral Art Society 

C – Christine Ramsey, Moreton in Marsh & District Flower Club 

Judge’s Comments on this class: 

The Virtual Show is a brilliant idea and I would like to congratulate Area for organis-
ing the competition. It is very difficult to judge an exhibit from a photograph. This 
was a lovely class to Judge, with wonderful interpretations of the class title. 

It was disappointing to have one exhibit NAS, schedules must be read very carefully. 

Congratulations to all the competitors, you have all done Area and yourselves 
proud. Daphne Furneaux. 

CLASS 8 – ECO, FUNKY AND FUN 

1ST – Brigette Manton, Bromyard Floral Art Club  

2ND – Anne Maclarg, Llandaff Floral Society 

3RD – Christine Ramsey, Moreton in Marsh & District Flower Club 

VHC – Chris Lynch – Ledbury Flower Club 

HC – Audrey Yarranton, Malvern Floral Art Club 

C – Chrissie Harten, Connect Design Group & Bromsgrove Flower Club 

Judge’s Comments on this class: 

Well done to everyone who entered, and it was interesting to see the many differ-
ent ways that the 'Eco, Funky & Fun' aspects were achieved in the designs.  These 
examples will doubtless inspire those who view the competition to try creating 
more designs without floral foam.  Sally Taylor. 

CLASS 9 – BOOKWORM (JUNIORS AGED 11 – 16) NO ENTRIES 

 

CLASS 10 – MUDDY PUDDLES (JUNIORS AGED UP TO 10 YEARS) 

1ST – Alana Baber (Age 10), via Abergavenny & District Flower Arrangement Society  

2ND – Mair Bowen Davies (Age 9), Carmarthen Junior Club 

3RD – Henry Baber (Age 9), via Abergavenny & District Flower Arrangement Society  

C – Henry Broomhead (Age 8), via Connect Design Group 

C – Lucy Evans (Age 10), via Swansea Floral Arrangement Society 
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Members, Guests and Visitors celebrated 

Dursley & District Flower Society’s 65th     

Anniversary in November 2019 at the            

November meeting held at Stinchcombe      

Village Hall.  

Andrew Lloyd’s Demonstration “Christmas 

Cheer with Andrew” was amazing and          

entertaining, as always.    A toast 

was made to the future of the 

Club with a glass of Prosecco 

and a    beautiful and delicious 

cake (made by one of the members) was cut by 

Daphne Turner, a former member and Three 

Counties & South Wales Area President. 

Shown are Andrew Lloyd, 

Val Jones (Chair), Daphne 

Turner and Margaret       

Wannell (President).  

Celebrations! 
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Hello everyone, Clara here! 

Well, what a time it has been! 

I have LOVED the lockdowns—it means my     

humans are with me all the time and I get really 

long walks!! 

We had a great summer in the garden, I got lots 

of lovely walks in the forest, saw some deer and 

boar (being the fearless canine that I am I 

promptly put myself behind my mum’s legs ready 

to defend her!!) and rescued a sheep that got   

itself caught in the little stream down our lane 

and couldn’t get out! I hope your lockdowns have 

been as exciting! 

I can’t believe this is my last ‘View’ to you all.  I 

have enjoyed sharing my opinion on life and its 

events with you all. Keep safe everyone. 

Love, licks, woofs & kisses, twigs & flowerpots 

Clara Spotty Dog ! 

View from the Top                                                                     
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